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Dated: 



Docket No.: 06920/020163 1-US0 

(PATENT) 

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



atent Application of: 
Kobayashi et al. 

Application No.: 10/501,613 Art Unit: N/A 

Filed: July 14, 2004 Examiner: Not Yet Assigned 

For: PRODUCING METHOD OF a-HYDROXY 
ACID AMMONIUM SALT 



PETITION TO WAIVE SIGNATURE OF 
AN UNAVAILABLE INVENTOR UNDER 37 C.F.R. 1.47(A) 

Mail Stop Missing Parts 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Sir: 

- Applicants hereby petition the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office under 37 C.F.R. §1 .47(a) 
to accept the above-noted application on behalf of a sole inventor, Yoichi Kobayashi. The 
application was originally filed naming two inventors: Yoichi Kobayashi and Kasumi Maeda. 
Diligent efforts were made to locate Kasumi Maeda, who is unavailable to sign the declaration. It 
has come to applicants attention that Ms. Maeda has become a missing person in Japan. The 
pertinent facts are set forth in the accompanying Declaration of Masami Koguchi of Nippon Soda 
Co. Ltd., who has first hand knowledge of details regarding the pertinent facts of the diligent 
attempts to locate Ms. Maeda. 

Mr. Koguchi attempted to reach Ms. Maeda numerous times by telephone and by mail. Upon 
his failure to locate her, he reported his diligent efforts to the Japanese patent agent for Nippon 
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Soda, who is also administering the prosecution- of this U.S. patent application. The Japanese patent 
agent is Ms. Mayumi Katsura, who is affiliated with the firm of Shiga International Patent Office 
(Yaesu 2-2-1, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo, 100-0004, Japan). Ms. Katsura then relayed the information 
directly to us. 

The following is submitted in support of this petition: 

(1) Declaration of Masami Koguchi of Nippon Soda Co. Ltd.; 

(2) Oath/Declaration executed by the sole available inventor, Yoichi Kobayashi; 

(3) The last known address for Ms. Kasumi Maeda, the unavailable inventor, is: 

Yokouchi 2771-12 
Hiratsuka-Shi 
254-0002, Kanagaw-Ken 
Japan; 

and 

(4) A check for the requisite fee of $130.00 as set forth in 37 C.F.R. §1.1 7(h). 

Thus, in view of the attached Declaration and the information provided above, it is requested 
that the 37 C.F.R. § 1.47(a) status be granted in order for the prosecution of the present application 
to go forward. 

Dated: February 15, 2005 Respec^lly^nbmitted, 
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Registration No.: 25,351 
DARBY & DARBY P.C. 
P.O. Box 5257 

New York, New York 10150-5257 
(212) 527-7700 
(212) 753-6237 (Fax) 
Attorneys/ Agents For Applicant 
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(PATENT) 



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



jnt Application of: 
Yoichi Kobayashi et al. 

Application No.: 10/501,613 

Filed: July 14, 2004 



Art Unit: N/A 

Examiner: Not Yet Assigned 



For: PRODUCING METHOD OF a-HYDROXY 
ACID AMMONIUM SALT 



DECLARATION IN SUPPORT OF 
PETITION TO WAIVE SIGNATURE OF 
AN UNAVAILABLE INVENTOR UNDER 37 C.F.R. 1.47(A) 



Mail Stop Missing Parts 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

I, Masami Koguchi, hereby declare as follows. 

1. I am an officer of Nippon Soda Co. Ltd., the assignee of U.S. patent application 
serial no. 10/501,613. 1 am responsible for handling the subject U.S. Patent Application on behalf of 
Nippon Soda. My position at Nippon Soda is associated with the Intellectual Property Department, 
Patent Information Group at the Center of Research and Technology. 

2. I have first hand knowledge of the diligent efforts made to contact Ms. Kasumi 
Maeda regarding execution of this inventor's declaration for the patent application. 

3. Ms. Maeda was unavailable at the time of the filing of the subject application, July 
14, 2004. Prior to the filing of the application, I attempted to reach Ms. Maeda to sign the oath and 
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declaration of the proposed patent application twice by telephone and once by mail. On July 13, 
2004, 1 forwarded copies of the patent application, declaration and assignment to Ms. Maeda by 
certified mail to her last known address. Attached at Exhibit A is a copy of the letter sent to Ms. 
Maeda on July 13, 2004 with an English translation and a copy of the mail receipt. Please note that 
under local practice, we do not sign such documentation, but instead use a seal. However, this copy 
of the letter is a copy of the exact letter mailed. To date, I have received no response or reply. 

4. Ms. Maeda' s last known address is the same as her family's address. On July 13, 
2004, 1 was able to contact Ms. Maeda's family by telephone and inquired whether or not she was 
available to sign formal documents relating to the patent application. I spoke to her mother, Mrs. 
Nobuko Maeda, who informed me that Ms. Kasumi Maeda was missing and had not been seen since 
March 30, 2002. She told me that her family filed a police report on March 30, 2002 with the ITOH 
Police Department in Kanagawa-Ken, Japan. 

5. I asked Mrs. Maeda to contact the police department to obtain a certified copy of the 
missing person report. However, I was informed that the police do not produce such documents as 
they contain confidential personal information. However, Mrs. Maeda confirmed that the police 
extensively searched the area where her daughter's bag was found (on a cliff, in the water below 
and by air). 

6. On September 28, 2004, 1 reported my efforts to Ms. Mayumi Katsura of Shiga 
International Patent Office. The Shiga firm prepared the original patent application for this 
invention. Ms. Katsura is the legal assistant working in conjunction with our U.S. Patent Counsel, 
Darby & Darby, P.C. regarding prosecution of this U.S. patent application. A copy of the letter to 
Ms. Katsura is attached at Exhibit B. 

Declaration by Masami Koguchi in Support of Petition under 37 CFR 1.47(a) 
{W:\06920\0201631usO\00299853.DOC *069200201631US0* } 
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7. It is evident by this declaration that diligent attempts to contact Ms. Maeda were 
made to ensure the completion of the subject application. However, all attempts thus far have been 
unsuccessful. 

8. I hereby declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are true and 
that all statements made on information and belief are believed to be true; and further that these 
statements were made with the knowledge that willful false statements and the like so made are 
punishable by fine and imprisonment, or both under 18. U.S.C. 1001, to the extent it is applicable 
and that such willful false statements may jeopardize the validity of the application, any patent 
issuing thereon, or any patent to which this declaration is directed. 



February 1, 2005 ^ (fjfi (J[^Q^ V^jf ^ 



Dated: _ By_ 



Masami Koguchi 
Intellectual Property Department, Patent 

Information Group at the Center of Research 

and Technology 
Nippon Soda Co., Ltd. 
c/o Odawara Research Center; 345, Takada 
Odawara-Shi, Kanagawa-ken 
JAPAN 



Declaration by Masami Koguchi in Support of Petition under 37 CFR 1.47(a) 
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Masami Koguchi 

Intellectual Property Department, Patent Information Group 

Center of Research and Technology 

Nippon Soda Co. Ltd. 

Shin-Otemachi Building 

Otemachi 2-2-1, Chiyoda-ku, 

Tokyo, 100-0004 



Ms. Kasumi Maeda 

Yokouchi 2771-12, Hiratsuka-Shi 

254-0002, Kanagawa-Ken 

July 13,2004 
Our Ref: Case616 

Re: Signing a Declaration for filing PCT Applications in the U.S. 
Dear Ms. Maeda: 

With reference to the above-mentioned case, we enclose herewith the 

specification of your PCT application. The signature of the inventor herself, 

Kasumi Maeda, is necessary to file this PCT application in the U.S. 

Please let us know whether or not we may have your signature. We will send 

you necessary documents, if we can have your signature. 

Please respond by mail by July 20, 2004. 

Sincerely yours, 

Masami Koguchi 
MF 

Encl.: Copy of the specification 
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Masami Koguchi 

Intellectual Property Department, Patent Information Group 

Center of Research and Technology 

Nippon Soda Co. Ltd. 

Shin-Otemachi Building 

Otemachi 2-2-1, Chiyoda-ku, 

Tokyo, 100-0004 



Ms. Mayumi Katsura 
Shiga International Patent Office 
Yaesu 2-3-1, Chuo-ku 
Tokyo, 104-8453 

September 28, 2004 

YourRef: OSP-16368, 16369 
OurRef: Case616 

Re: Filing Procedure of Patent Application 
Dear Ms. Katsura: 

With reference to the above-mentioned case, we would like to report the details 
of the inquiry concerning the missing inventor. 

Inquiry Date: July 13, 2004 

We asked the family of the inventor whether or not we could have the signature 

of the inventor herself. According to the family of the inventor, the inventor 

is missing at present and, therefore, we cannot have her signature. 

We also inquired whether or not we can ask the police to issue a certification 

that a person is missing. According to the police, such a document cannot be 

issued by the police because it relates to personal information. 

Under these circumstances, we obtained the permission from the family of the 

inventor to send the specification and the document requesting the inventor's 

signature by certified mail adressed to the inventor. 

On the same day as given above, we sent the specification and the document 
requesting the inventor's signature by certified mail. 

As we have received no response up to now, we will make further inquiries, if 



necessary. 
Sincerely yours, 

Masami Koguchi 
MF 

End.: Copy of the document requesting the inventor's signature 



